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CLINICAL  CASES 

ulusteative  of 

MORAL  IMBECILITY  AND  INSANITY. 


o  JL^ote  a  contribution  to 

forms  of  mental  disease.  I  haTcoLirfL'^^'''*^/  obscure 
the  Eoyal  Edinburgh  Asylum  ^,^^  T       m  records  of 

to  thank  Dr  Skae  I  htOpe't's  ioTt^T^^^  f  opportunity 
of  them.  They  show  the  generS  Ci  rf^./  '  Mowing  abstracts 
^f^becility.  It  wm  be  at  oS  Tat^ttT^^^^  to  speakf  of  moral 
character  of  the  mental  deficiencS  but  that  fb  the 
TT  i^Tv.^ of  moral  perverS  '^'^^  principaUy 

thS^^^^^  casesin  which 

using  the  word  congenital  I  indude  ?hol7n«  °-  P^^^^^'^-  In 

obviously  strictly  congenital,  ordatin.^^^^^^^^  ^^^t  the  disease  is 
-■cases  in  which  there  has  been  arfrrest  in  If  ^  ^^^^^P^riod  of  life 
brain  ;  using  the  term  in  an  enlaro-ed  <?p?1  •  ^.^^elopment  of  the 

cbtamiLg  correct  data  «  incJLS  bwf^  '^r?evfect.    The  ifficultv  in 

tnere  IS  something  disffracpfnl       o!i  -xx?'  ,°  commonly  imao-inp 
standing  mental  infinStror  of  bprpJ^"^  existence  o?loi  o 

part  of  those  whom  S^/aLl'aTas^^^^^  to  i?UX 

Case  1  L.  M— 


Bho  had  ,lw,v,  w  ''•f-?,o»»iM  of  her  fMher  wm  ,SS  •  °"'T«<1.     Me  and 

siie/i"ir^°-5'"«>i-ndter 


4 


was  exceedingly  imperfect,  because  she  would  never  learn  anything.  Although 
I^had  been  more  kindly  treated  than  any  other  of  the  family,  she  had  always 
Smplained  of  not  being  sUciently  well  treated,  S^-^Xtl^d 
lent  and  destructive,  and  had  threatened  to  injure  her  mother  and  sisters  ™ 
Skl  weapons  With  the  exception  of  some  hysterical  fits  shortly  before  her  ad- 
mfssSriier  bodily  health  had  been  in  every  respect  good.  She  was  of  short 
stature,  rather  stout,  of  the  bilio-lymphatic  temperament  ^g^.^ehaved 

For  the  first  three  months  she  appeared  quite  sane,  being  1^,^^* 
both  by  day  and  night,       m^ustri^^^^^^^^^  ^  any 

rf  hSed  to  he7relativ«  =  M  times  eHe  «f 

which  time  she  had  a  quarrel  and  at  bed  ^^^f  P°^"^^^y„ ^^^^^  behaved  so 

bestowed  a  well-directed  shower  of  blows  on  t^^^^t^^^^^^^^-^^^^^t^ide  th^^^^ 

and  sullen,  obstinate  and  quarrelsome,  required  to  be  tea  lor  ne^ 
was  very  destructive  to  her  clothmg  and  violen^^^^^^^ 

then  committed  acts  of  violence :  ^om  this  ?^tte<^^„„\^3^i„»X^  ^as  passionate 
was  restored  to  her  former  quiet  f  ^^.^ws  and  tore  ^4^^^ 
and  obstinate,  cursed  and  swore,  broke  ^^^'^o^^'^^'^^^^t^^ks  After  a  time  she  im- 
ciothes.-a  very  little  sufficed  to  ^^^J^^^^  turns 
proved  and  continued,  for  her,  pretty  (with  the  ^^^^Q^  ^^^g  t^t  short, 
U  obstinacy  and  ill-nature)  for         7^^^^;^^^  contin"n^^^^^  every 

In  the  intervals  she  is  very  well-behaved  and  industrious.  •  .  n  ,,1 

At  the  end  of  ten  years  this  patient  re-ains  without  any  m  eUectu^^^ 
disorder,  if  her  natural  weakmindedness  be  excepted.  ^^I  f^^'^  P^ 
orp^reVoral  congenital  itnbedh^^^^^^^ 

and  sentiments  are  perverted,    ihe  patient  ^^^^  y^jy, ,    ,      ^  -  ' 

and  does  not  seem  at  all  desirous  of  ^™"ff  i^^^ted^^a^^^^^ 

very  easily  transformed  from  a  qmet,  we  l-behajed       /^^i^f.;  , 


Case  2.— M.  N—  spt  9!  o.-^^i  ci. 
predisposition.   Her  natural  isSosition' Iff ?r°*  *°  ^^^^  any  hereditary 
remarked  when  she  was  siiSn  or  Peculiarities  were  fiS 

laboured  under  restlessness       bad  te^^^^^^^^  ocSfona % 

members  of  her  family,  and  esneeiallv  ?f  "i,.  ^v^*"  ^  ^^^ong  dislilte  to  the 
occasions  she  threatened  to  curfsSs  throir°S^'^  and  sisters-!on  one  or  two 
progressively  worse  since  that  time    ShP  W f.  i  gradually  and 

she  certainly  was  not.  ^^''^^'^  ^^^self  exceedingly  dever,  which 

On  admission  she  appeared  nmVf  ™ 
seemed  to  be  of  a  hyES  CerameT  17.  7'''^'^  °^^«"er.  She 

from  her  passionate  and  quarrelsome  d^.?  -V  ^^V°pn  became  very  troublesome 
neighbours  by  the  ears,  Td  Suemly  bZ'^f  '  ^1^^^*  talent  for  setting Te^ 

"ig  exceedingly  noisy    on  her  b^Wr.^!^  w^^^*^ cause,  then  becom 
she  immediately  became  well-beWd  T^^^  ^-^to  another  and  less  quiet  gaSv 
After  being  nine  months  in  the  alvh'.^?  ^""^^  behaviour.  ^^^^^'^ 

time  quarrelsome,  passionate^  S  a?We^f,f  T  ^tf  '^"^  reported  .—  At  one 
good  conduct,  which  is  very  Iransient     H    k  t^yi"g  to  gain  favour  bv 

very  anxious  to  die,  and  having  bound  SZIT 't^"^^^  ^od,  being,  as  she  say 
taste  food  again;  these  resolutfons  soon  Ivl  T'^  '^^'"^^  oaths  neve^to 

tnroat.  on  readmission  she  feigned  penitpJ/J  to  cut  her  sister's 

«l.em.r  obtain  ilgeLl.     '""^       "  ""J'".        often  feigSJsl'otw 

J^t^n  Sr&i  S  f  tS^"^  I"?^-ely  in- 
moral  sentiments.  She  is  revpW-,ir5^  ^''^^^  perversion  of  all  the 
egotistical  sulK  pasW  eTnf  v^^^^^^^^^  tlireatens  suicide  • 

between  other  patients,  swears  feaSv  "'^.f'-'^K'^S  disturbances 

truth,  breaks  out  into  t<Zltl  7^^{^^^^^ 

obscene  lanOTaffe    Anrl  vh-  i      -'^^         sometimes  uses  verv 

•seldom)  ^heJn  e.t:L't'Z^^^:^^^^^^  uioforSate^ 
able  to  behave  hei^elf  vei^  weU  betltSr"*  of  seif_control,  being 
pr^er  language.  ^       '      ^^dustrious  and  cheerful,  and  use 

moral  constitution.  connected  with  some  natural  defect  of  her 

Cases. — B  M       ret  17 
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and  quiet.  The  catamenia  were  quite  regular.  She  was  sent  to  the  asylum  in  con- 
sequence  of  her  having  become  quite  uncontrollable  at  home,  assaultmg  her  parents 
STpoker  and  other  weapons,  using  improper  and  disgustmg  expressions,  and 
sometimes  satisfying  the  wants  of  nature  in  the  presence  ot  her  tamiiy. 
X Admission  she  was  obstinate,  restless,  Tery  much  disposed  to  have  her  own 
way^and  cross^  when  she  had  been  in  the  asylum  for  a  ^l^o-^*  ^me  she 
Tulien,  rude  and  mischieyous,  but  soon  improved,  and  was  discharged  three 

"^Fo^Vo'r  S'ler  her  discharge  she  continued  to  conduct  l^-elf  wdl  but 
she  had  again  become  unmanageable  at  home,  and  when  readmitted  was  m  a 
limilar  state  as  on  her  previous  reception,  i.  e.  restless  and  unsett  ed,  speaking 
aCrdlv  admitting  she  had  frequently  assaulted  her  parents,  for  which  she  could 
or  wou  d  not  give  fny  reason.    At  the  end  of  six  months  she  was  again  removed  ; 
during  her  residence  in  the  asylum  she  had  been  often  very  petulant  and  rud^ 
suUen  and  idle,  very  apt  to  make  mischief  among  the  other  paUents,  and  very 
desirous  of  attracting  the  attention  of  the  physician.  i,„^„„ 
She  was  again  re-admitted  sixteen  months  after  the  last  discharge,  never  having 
been  will!  but  in  the  same  state  as  hitherto.    She  laughed  without  cause,  was  in- 
cSbTe  of  carrying  on  a  continued  conversation  coherently,  was  rude,  behaved 
Sdecorousir  and  made  use  of  filthy  language.    One  mght,  four  months  after 
she  screamed,  broke  windows,  said  there  was  some  one  under  the  bed, 
;^^St  torrheTdreU  and  spoke  incoherently  ;  for  a -onth  a  ter  tbi^she  con^^ 
tinned  more  or  less  maniacal-she  was  noisy  both  by  day  and  night,  dirty  m  ner 
hSs  ^d  slovenly  in  her  dress,  obscene  and  filthy  in  her  manner  and  conversation 
S  masturbated -  a  month  later  she  was  destructive  to  her  clothing  and  to  the 

furni"rr^?metf^^  and  could  hardly  be  -7-/,,\^Pltsc\\"S 

^T,lvr„tl  V  Sbp  then  ffraduallv  improved  so  much  that  she  was  agam  discnargea, 
coherently.  /,^^%*XrwaX  as  relieved.  Nine  months  after  that  (last  June) 
shfwas  rtadSef  ™he  tW^^^^^^  took  little  or  no  notice  of  anything  or 

anyoZ  wL  taSn,  idle,  and  suUen.    At  present  she  is  silly,  smgs.  and  is  noisy 
at  night,  and  masturbates. 

This  case  demonstrates  how  a  case  of  pure  '^of  ^  dXtttTd  sheTa^ 
one  of  intellectual  insanity  as  well.  When  first  admitted  she  was 
kboulg  under  moral  insanity,  which  gave  rise  to  ^^^-^^^^^^^^^ 
has  led  to  a  general  impairment  of  her  whole  moral  and  intellectual 
faculties,  which,  with  her  natural  deficiency,  renders  her  case  one  of  a 
very  hopeless  description. 

n.c^A     P  TT—  fEt  19  single.   Little  was  known  of  her  history;  it  appeared 

most  reckless  and  abandoned  life   ^-Dif  iPf;°°' ^  admission 

strong  suicidal  tendency-she  spoke  of  hanging  ^^e^^^^;?^™  it  being  thought 
drowning  herself;  but  it  was  doubted  ^^^^W  I  is  reported  of  her  foir  months 
more  liklly  that  she  wished  to  '^'^'^t ^y^Pf  Jy^i,?,^' Xnet4  she  threatened  or 

rmpSs^Sdro'r  hXf  e^^lol  S^^^^^^^ 
?"improyeraiid  nine  months  later  was  discharged  as  recovered. 


restless,  said  she  was  ^£^6  an^l  unJatSif  .1^  ""^T'T'-  ^^^^ 
laudanum  in  her  pocket    AftPr  hpi.^  -     ^  '.r'^  ^""^  ^"^"^      the  streets  with 
residence  in  thrasy£she  was  a^al  ?  '  r"""  """^""^     "'^  the  previous 

admission.  ^  ^^^"^  discharged,  eleven  months  after  her  second 

fouJaVS:  stLrexcUed  °  nd  with  for  six  months,  when  she  was  again 

had  been  living  her  old  S  of  HfrsSce'herXh  "  appeared^he 
other  patients  against  the  attendants  wl^pf  ^  ,  Jl^'  .^^^  '""'^  ^egan  to  excite 
and  when  stoppfd  at  that  atternS  ^oT^^  checked  for  that,  she  broke  windows, 
fireplace.  A  short  time  Awards  sheZ^  "'^".^^J^'^^Y^^S  ^'''^'^  i°to  the 
after  this,  and  was  again  discha^Sd  after  Z'  ^^^'2'^^  f  ^  *=hild  ;  she  improved 
A  year  and  a  half  later  she  wa^JdrJi^f  heuig  m  the  asylum  for  seven  months. 
-     behaving  tolerably  wdl,  Stir^shoTt  fl'lT  '  had  been 

similar  state  as  before  and  on  rf^L  -^  before  admission,  when  she  got  into  a 
phthisis.    After  showing  the  sLe  menJ^f  "^""'^  ^^e  Lw  had 

-issed  again  in  July  last^,  ^tlrT:sSifA^^^^^ 

commit  suicide  she  ^ir^  S!  f!!  T  f        1 1  ^P^^king  of  the  desire  to 
hand.    She  seemed  to  dread  I  ^M.tr^ ^  .^'^ 
suicidal.    She  sufeS  tm  sev^^^^^^^^  i^t^^^^ly 
cult  to  distinguish  betw2rtW?.rUi  -^1.  °^ost  diffi- 

satisfy  one's  min  uSe'  sS^^  counterfeits,  and  to 

or  whether  the  outbreaks  were  no?  ^l.T^^  l^'^^^,  '''''''^^^  ™P'^lses 
measure  encouraged  by  herleS  to  c?entX^'*'ff^  ^ 
commotion.    At  the  menSal  T^Jld.  1  '^ff^y  ^nd  make  a  little 
but  was  at  first  stouS  stronT'Si  ^*  ^^'^matemesis, 

hysterical  element  rflier  case  Phthisis,  showing  the 

(which  was  carefully  watched  durinf  herl'^-'^'^'^^'^'*  P^*^^«^^ 
asylum   and  which  was  remcrnl^r!;.      '^T''^?  residences  in  the 
dismissal)  did  not  cauL  aCchani^.?°''t'' 
symptoms.  ^  ''^^''^^  character  of  the  mental 

^<^iA^^:^^2:^  fnf  w^tf  ^  rf'  ^--^^ 

insane  delusion.  ^        weU-marked  symptoms  of 

to  wVbTen'i^etr'Ltt-  four  month™'-  le  "tt^'^"^"'^  ^'^^  -P-ted 
depression  of  spirits,  which  had  contiLZSy  ikot  j}^''^,^^^  with  great 

strong  suicidal  impulses,  which  she  noUnn^Jin  i  f^^'^'^  ''"'^  "^^^  accompanied  bv 
suddenly.  Amonthafte^adSiSsheK^^^^^^^^^^  fating  they  always%ame  ol 
became  more  cheeiful,  and  was  diLwrfprl  tlr  convulsions.   She  gradually 

lapse  of  fifteen  months  she  w^re  admitfed  in  ^^'"^  admission.^  Aiell 

yery  dull  and  despondent;  whiL  om  eheCl  T^^^ 

proved  so  much  that  she  was  discharL^d  n  txvf  attempted  suicide  ;  she  S 

she  was  again  admitted.  She  S^mlnTfcs td  T""'^''^^^  four  mo.'iths  t/mo 
been  very  quarrelsome,  often  strikiL^nd  ^'l^-^  '^'"'^  °f  ill-nature,  and  had 

intervals  ever  since.    A  year  after  Lr  admS^ '  has  con'iinued  at 

strangulation.    She  has  h'ad  and  fngrernabtte^mncr'^^^  ""^'"^^'^'^ 

fauvtrnaoie  temper  and  passions,  is  very 
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suicidal  when  excited  or  annoyed,  occasionally  querulous,  irritable,  and  abusive 
Every  now  and  then  she  has  an  outbreak,  breaking  windows  and  swearing.  She 
gets  out  occasionally  on  pass  with  an  attendant  but  cannot  be  trusted  alone  She 
often  wishes  and  intends  to  do  well,  but  cannot ;  she  cannot  help  her  desire  to  get 
druJk    In  the  intervals  between  her  fits  of  excitement  -IX^Td  ^rTz^^^^ 

behaved,  but  has  a  very  loose  appearance  and  manners,  with  a  bold  and  brazen 
expression  of  countenance. 

There  is  no  history  of  this  patient  being  insane  until  the  age  of 
twentv-two.  During  the  first  two  residences  m  the  asylum  she  laboured 
urderClancholia  but  was  without  any.  delusions.  .  The  .vhole  h^toy 
and  character  of  her  case  confirms  me  m  the  opinion  that  she  atiords 
'another  illustration  of  a  class  of  patients  labourmg  under  co^eni^^ 
moral  defect,  in  whom,  with  every  wish  to  do  well,  there  exists  an 
inherent  incapacity  to  exercise  self-guidance  and  seli-control. 

mmiwm 

^      T    TW  TT     tpf  9S    Three  Tears  prior  to  admission  she  commenced  to 

to  perfection  ;  if  any  disparaging  remark  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  end  of  which 
she^always  became  violently  excited  for  ten  °^  t^^^^^^^^^^^^^j/^'f  se'en  months  she 
time  she  settled  down  into  her  usual  state.    After  quite 

ceased  to  be  excited  on  small  P^^o^^^^^.^^^^  ";^^^^\Xtwo^d^^^^^  v^'^s  Je- 
well for  two  months  longer  she  was  discharged,  but  tw^  days  a  ^^^^^ 
admitted,  violently  excited;  the  attack  w^  brought ^^^^^ 

ttr^t^»hs  '^'::^Z^^l::i^f^  outbursts  of  the  same 

kind  and  duration  as  before,  she  was  removed  to  ireiana.  furious 
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caused  by  her  being  offended  on  the  slightest  occasion,  by  her  iealouslv  of  othpw 

»uioidal  .l^.de„c;  during  her  p.,r4^  J'„teJ«n,"S  " 

from  ,S  .Tr* aVresS'^Sit'^'' ? '  'o"*  i 

oiS;s.s?-\iiiS^^ 
SLVd7c:!s^;£i"— 

It  is  well  remarked  of  tHs  patient  in  the  oa^p  hnnV  +Tin+  "i.^^ 
emper  zs  -  excitable,  and  her  mz^nd  so  delLte  /bSS  that  she 
tota^  unfitted  to  encounter  the  contre-tem^s  If  the  worid  outside  an 

This  patient,  during  no  part  of  her  iUness,  ever  displayed  anv  in+pl 
lectual  impairment  or  insane  delusion;  yet  t  cannotT  dlh?p/+W 
she  was  destitute  of  self-control  to  the  eLnt  of  Tling  herd^n^ell 
both  to  herself  and  others  and  that  this  concUtion  cfuld  brascribed 
only  to  an  original  want  of  balance  in  her  moral  nature 

haStVnTonViS^T'tSee'y^att^re^^^^^  SSssiora  ' 

times  in  confinement  for  fJsehood,  fraud  ' an^f^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^X'^^" 

being  "a  consummate  impostor.  deceivi^ffTpntTpml  •  .           described  as 

officers,  and  others,  with  fake  and  SS%%S^^^^^  P°-.  Po^ce 

of  her  parentage,  life  and  education  iot\nl  ^h.^^'     T  plausibly  told,  stories 

that  th^ose  to  whom  she  was  a  str^^^^^^^^^^^  ^he  assumed  so  weU 

has  tried  many  a  trick  in  her  fimp     1^^  ^      completely  imposed  upon."    "  she 

deaf  and  duml.Vnd  ^onti^uedTo  maLuin^'L^^^^^^^^^^^^  an^institution  as 

months  there  was  no  change  ;  she  waf  exceedinSv^'ln^'^  curtai  ed.  For  seven 
very  revengeful  if  opposed!  d'angerrs  SSSrdlat^^^  violent  passionate, 

did  behave  herself  very  well  when  sh7hT«n  nV    f V  ^  •  «°°^et™es 

«o7£ro%rai.t';;;fc        .he  f^.,.^., 

be  passionate,  revengeful,  violent  and  nn<rnvor^^f     ^     ,  '  ^'^^  would  lie, 

pa,^™cnt*tSS  ffonlircS*  displayed  „„  h,tclloot„»l  i„. 
amount  of  talen  Zl  i^^euuUv  T„  oji^li?;  """■/t'*''  "  ™"»i'l™Wo 
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months  after  her  discharge  she  was  heard  of  J^^^ 

as  an  escaped  lunatic  presenting  various  forms  of  ^"^aj^^,.^?^^ 

+hp  fnrthprance  of  her  course  of  deception  she  assumed  different  names 

S  tKSr^^^^^  both  befire  and  after  her  residence  m  the 

asylum. 

Very  similar  to  the  case  of  L.  M-  (Case  1)  but  a  slight  contmt  to 
it  as  showing  how  pure  moral  insanity  may  finally  become  associated 
with  dSons  and  dementia,  is  the  following  case  of  a  gn:l  who  ha.  been 
admitted  thrice,  having  been  twice  discharged. 

,  Q     T   -P—   fpt  19  'single.    She  was  congenitaUy  weak-minded,  and 
Case  f-J-  .f— >  'turallv  forward  Mid  insolent  in  lier  manner, 

possessed  but  little  self-control ;  naturally  lorwaru  oi^^  opportunity. 

?ery  indolent  in  disposition,  and  8°*  ^'^^J^^f        ^  t^X  before^  admissio'n 
She  had  been  resident  m  a  poor-house  most  ot  ^er  nte.  J        ^  ^  ^ 

She  spoke  correctly  and  civilly  when  addressed. 

ror"^  the  first  six  weeks  she  f  PP^^^f  sSiS  right  Sd  left,  tearing  and 
greater  part  of  two  years,  violent,  a*/^°?f^  '  ^  i^|^a|e  was  quarrelsome  and 
screaming  to  her  utmost,  usmg  most  obscene  l^W^'J^  ^l  obstinate,  and 
passionati;  when  the  attacks  Passed  off  she  ^^^^^^  not,  ^nd  vice  versa. 

Ltremely .  perverse  ;  ^l^^^^T^^^^^^J/in  j^^^^^  Bome  mischief.  Five 

She  was  discontented,  and  always  plottmg  ana  carrymg^^       ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^ 

months  after  admission  she  pretended  always  got  worse  in 

in  her  habits,  talked  nonsense  TiTftook  care  Zorto^iniure  herself  by  tumbling. 

fSLstMugSl.  a-d-r«rr  SLg  t.^  /earsL  the  in- 

She  became  a  servant,  but  relapsed  -tHn  ^  -on^^aLp'oSn^^^^^^^^^ 
exhibited  much  of  her  usual  ill-temper  ^n-i  Tf^  J 

-ilf  sp?eSi^;^^J?xU  and  was  dis- 

^Wi^SdTpnductherself^^^^^^^^^^^ 

a  domestic  servant,  but  a  few  days  before  her  ^^m^^^^^"'^^  g^^ike  others.  She  was 
talked  constantly,  was  very  quarrelsome  and  threate^ea  t 

discontented,  quarrelsome,  troublesome  a^^^^  id^e  aria  g  ^^^.^^^^ 

months  time,  she  became  distmctly  maniacal,  J^a  var  ^gj^g^ted,  but  very 

herself  naked  ;  this  attack  was  short  but  le^^^^^^^ 

impulsive  and  liable  to  sudden  attacks  of  excitement  anu  v  , 

out  cause ;  in  this  state  she  continued      "S^*^^^,,^^  Thil  tate  continued  for 

cinations  of  hearing  -^/[Xdl^ions  Sere  d"^  everything 

about  a  year,  when  ^exui^l  hullucinat  on^  frequently  had  maniacal  attacks 

was  hers  and  stole  everythmg  she  could,  a^j^  ^'^^  ircq        j  ^  ^      ^  ^nd  is  quiet, 

She  remains  in  the  asylum  and  is  now  generally  pre2  ^^  eU^        qnerulous.  and 

but  she   is  slightly  demented,  ^^m,   irritable  d^sc^^^^^ 

Occasionally  abusive  ;  almost  every  day  she  has  an  o^^^^^^^^ 

SuUr^S^^^^^^  ~ 
of  a  sexual  character. 
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the  constitution. '  *°  congenital  moral  defect  in 

^h^fhltdT^en^nt  fo^be^nSh^  pr  *°       ^^yl'^'n  from  gaol 

all  that  is  known  of  his  antecedfnts    Hp        if  ^  '^'^^t  disturbance  :  that  ia 

ih^^V  that  of  a  person  0?  a  low  fype  of  orL'niLr'^^'Ti:  Pl^ysiognoX 
that  his  brother  is  a  convict,  and  he  evident^v  h^fn.     !  ?u'  ^^^^  ascertained 

an?».^4,^^^^  3hrewd.  sagacious 

vagabond,  less  proni  to  mischief  than  he  had  ^^^'^^  aVef  anl  j 

good  chance  ;  he  was  fond  of  decorat^n^t;M^^^"i.  ^"^^  do  it  if  he  got  a 

annoyance  of  and  consequent  bra^J^  wS^nf^"*^^  troublesome,  from  his  constant 

x^ore  orderly,         ^S^s'industrS  a^dTi^e^b^'/r^""^^  as?e  w  s  quS^' 
about  the  place,  such  as  assisting*  at  the  f™cp.'°  '°        di^rtiest  worlc 

vrfFent'W^'^  overflowif^g    Xm  that  t  J-^^^,  ^°  ^"gaged  his  cup  of 

irndfVeS^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

tendency  to  vice  is  obviousl^  Saec^p/ .  fr''*^^^^^^  ^^^^icli  the 

moral  defect.  It  affords  TlLr  hlf  ^^'^^  congenital  or  hereditarv 
echul  developmenraccl^^^^^  cases  of  a  W  type  of"S 

cases  where  the  same  moral  defect  Ton  •  ™beci]ity,  and  those 
intellectual  organisation.  ^     conjomed  with  a  higher  type  of 

^'^^^  "^^^^ 

arithmetic    sincpV>;  Tr'  ^^^.^^^eption  that  he  Sr  hnVf that  time  he  was  as 

immcdia  cly  preceSnr.T'^-''"^"^       been  affected  and  d'nr"  "^]^  '°  °" 
an  uncle  was  /nfw^  admission  he  has  become  murh  L.  the  two  months 

father  was  intenm  ''^  ^^'^  ^athei^s  reSe^  b^^f ^^'^'^ 
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.Moh  had  increased  in  frequency^^^^^^^^ 

Bion  ;  these  attacks  came  oYtwtoned  tntrlke  T^ith  anything  he  could  lay  his 
after  them  was  violent,  and  f '^?f  ened  to  Btn^e  w  J  f  ^^^^  ^nd 
hands  on;  ^^^^IJ  excited  he  fancie^^  te  then, 

speaking  about  him,  ^^d  thought  h^^^^^^^  Jo      ^  ^ 

Si"l^en\\?r^i^^^^^^^  -om.    He  threatened  to  drown  himself 

"-^^^1^  and  Bood-— ^^^^^ 

very  slightly  ^orme^^^^s^-^  T^^^^  became 
pressed  laterally,    ^e  f  °ntmued  c^^^^^^^  continuously ;  he  has  contmued 

Quarrelsome  and  passionate,  t^^^^Z  ^^,'^^^  months ;  in  the  intervals  he  has 
to  take  these  attacks  pretty  regularly  every  six  ,    discharged  thnce  since 

been  amiable,  obligmg  an*!  Pf^^^^^Jj.  "l^^t'as  ^^^^^^^^  vrithin  a 

his  first  admission,  seven  a"  a^o  ,  he  Uas  a^^^^^  two  months)  in  a  similar 
year  of  his  discharge  (t^%^f*St^eerption    H  attack  of  excitement 

Itate  as  described  previous  "/5^fS°ery  doubtful  if  he  could  get  on  if  he 
and  noisiness  in  J^^J Jast;  ^^y^  annoys  him  and  makes  him  quarrelsome  and 
left  the  asylum.    The  If^^t  thmg  annoys  m  manifests  a  considerable 

Sritable-at  such  times  he  tajs  much  t^^^^/^.tTbetter  patient  in  the  house  ; 
want  of  self-control.    When  ^^t^xcited  ttere^s  n  ^^^^  ^ 

?rpa^pS'  Sch  be'  rSSr^tSr;  Club  of^the  instituUon-they  showed 

^^[:sifb»^^ 

^blrrttre  is  SSg  to^/bim  much,  but  not  sufficient  to  stand 
the  bustle  of  the  world.  . 

Soody ;  he  had  been  quarrelsome,  and  was  ot  very  la  ^^^^^     ^  ^ 

Bhin's  boy  ;  he  was  accidentally  discoverea  oy  so  ^^^^^^  admission,  and 

and  told  him  he  had  the  means  of  killing  mm  temperament, 
and  torn  u  ^  grandmother  had  been      f  vcrj  ^-^en 

"^ror'uvo  xkoSsTfterlisadmissio^^^^^ 

tried  to  send  letters  away  8^'^^?^^^°^'^/ ^^UeSs  ma^^^^'^*^^  g^^at  self-esteem 
tned  ^°°^'._:tatmg  inoffensive  and  quiet  Pa^^X/ <=tnries   and  spoke  with  the 
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again  remoyed  him,  after  he  had  L^n  ;^  fi       °,*^^">         drinking.    His  friends 
time  he  had  conducted  WeJf tne^  tt' «i«nths!  during 
was  still  more  specious,  untruthful  llpni^!,f-^     ^"""^^      fi^st  detention  but 
and  vain  than  before.  mgenious  m  argumg  the  question  of  his  sanity 

and  ^PrZ:ft^^SSt^^^^^^  ^/^^  ^-ome  quite  unmanageable 

moved  again,  after  behayingylry  we  Unfa^tf'  i^^y^^rl- 
the  self-control  he  could.       ^        ^""^  quietly;  it  was  evident  he  exercised  ^ 

Casb  13. — D.  H—  ffit  1 7  Q-  1 
sequently  he  was  remnvpff      clothes,  and  refused  his  meals    T^^  admission 

«rd\f^i1^JXii?r  °'  defect 

excitement,  unaccomimuied Towv?.  ''^^^  ^**acks  of  inaniacai 

tennmated  in  dementi^     '  '''^^  '^'^^^  delusions,  ultimate^ 


kerchiefs,  Jc^and  tS  "^"'^         "^^I'^ss  to  him  such  n^l^^  commenced  to  steal ; 

He  often  used  to  crv  ''^""^ '  ^«  toS'little  t/ouhl/'f '  ^^""d- 

he  could  not  hpln  f7    "^oT  frailties,  and  tP  1  1°  detection. 

things  he  had  taL"  ^      ^^<^P^°'"''^ni'i  grew  iSo^  ^^'^"y  so"y 

ted  if     T-T„       ,      ^'^''e  found  hJ  doniPfl  >, „T  i  P  ,^  ^™     he  grew  older  •  until 

Ms    hoo?'and1rVr  ^SJe  Ws'^Lthcrt".?'"'  ^ "S- 

was  apprenSed  tn^"'""T  "^^^^^ion  to  steal  mo  "w*^  "f?"'^  ^°  in 
havinfborrowJd  mn  ^ut  was  ob  S  .^Inr  '^'^^J^'  He 

and  wkh  he^' rSo'Le^f  ^  °"        Preten  S'^fo?  vS  f.^^f^--^  of  his 
maae  no  use  of,  except  that  he  gave  it  freoTv      !l  ''^'l  "?  necessity, 

b«ve  u  irecly  to  others;  he  had  to  leave 
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K  &r..^»iss  serf  aja„... 

gave  to  one  of  his  comrades.  He  was  of  ^^^^^^^d^^d  to  six  weeks  when  it  was 
to  six  months'  ^^V^^^^"""^^"^^ was  fmmediately  thereafter  sent  to 
^foSs^de  SuT uSiidS."^  The  patLt  has  always  been 

favourite  with  all.    He  receives  mstruction  m  algebra  mathem^  '  3/. 

»:^£tl|Sf:tS^X«  any 

wds  became  PaMully  evident  that  he  is  led  by  ^^J  one^^J^     being  morally 
may  be,  either  for  good  or  evil;  t^^^^if^®,  f^^X^^ 

as  leak  as  a  child.    It  now  ^PP^^f  J/^^^*  ^^^^    d  unkel  debauch  and  its 

obiectless  but  was  for  the  purpose  of  paying  to'^^^^^'i^g  ^y^ays  liked  to  be 
Suits,  which  he  had  had  with  his  "atinA^a spree."  He 

Cked  upon  as  a  gentleman  and  whom  he  had  ^ 

has  recently  been  trusted  w.th  money  a^^^^^  admitted  it  and  seemed  extremely 
of  it;  but  when  accused  of  t^^®  ^^^5^'^°°^ f  He  said  he  had  spent  the  money 
CSi;  :fd  hTd^rntfrSrsV^^^^^^  that  very  UUle  reliance 

whatever  he  required,  ^^^h  the  assurance  that^^^^^  JV^^^^      ^^^^^.^^  d 

on  various  occasions,  wh^en  he  had  an  opportm^^^^  ^^^^^  purchases  would 

jewellery  for  which  he  had  no  need  ^though  ^^^^  ^^.^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

inevitably  be  fo^nd  out  m  a  short  time  and  d  ^  delinquency  he 

'SS.^  aSs  ina^mty?:  control  his  acquisitive  tendencies. 

15._P.  .t   16.        this  S  f-  i^^^^^^^^^  • 

disposition  ;  his  father  and  Paternal  grandmoth^^^^  diea  ^^^^ 
age  he  evidenced  a  great  propensity  to  steal  ana  succession  of  schools, 

use  to  him-these  things  he  used  to  ^^^^^'^ft^^tri  i  f  one  in  consequence  of  his 
but  was  obliged  to  leave  ^ach  of  them  after  a  wi     .   ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^ 
being  known  or  strongly  inspected  to  have  appropr^^  ^^^^^^^  ^  ^ 

the  master  of  the  school  expressed  his  conviction  was  assigned 

end  his  life  on  the  gallows  ;  f  <i  °f  ^^^^'^ l-emov^  While  at  these  schools  he  was 
but  it  was  simply  requested  he  .^^^^^  "^"^^^rhi  and  to  be  mentally  unhke  his 
always  thought  to  have  J.^f'^f^y     m     visiting  friends  he  was  in  the 

Bchoolfellows,  who  recognised  the  lact.  ^^^^^ 

occasional  habit  of  helping  himself  to  books^  especm^  >^^  ^^.^  ^^^^  ^ 

guides,  which  constituted  his  °^ost  acceptable  me       1  extraordmary  ;  he 

^igh  order ;  his  correct  "^f^°7,  °/ .^^.l^^;!^' \ha^^  a  passion  for  railroads)  and 
has  travelled  a  great  deal  m  Gj^at  Br  ain  U  l,  1  ^^^.^  ^^^^^  ^3  1  on), 
knows  the  lines  running  into  each  tow^^^^^^^^  the  stations  to 

Tnd  ^rrXr  1^  ^^^y^.      -  ^^^^^  '''''''' 

or  of  being  in  the  guard's  van.  disappeared  from  his  mother's  residence  in 

Shortly  ^rior  to  his  admiBBion  he  had  ^  ^«PPJ^,,,^  ,  ^ank ;  the  next  thmg  heard 
Scotland  after  having,  in  her  name,  drawn 
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great  service  he  had  rendered  him  the  Ti«h,r.^/  i!-  u'l^™"'  ^  nobleman  for  some 
turn    This  statement  was  enSiy  wiTout  fo  '^^^'^^  his 

London  (^here  he  remained  for  some  tW^  -^S  sojo'irn  in 

ingenuity  and  diabolical  cumaing,  Sd  W  made fn'""^  a  plot  which,  for  refined 
of  those  morbid  productions,  unhZuy  no^^sf  ^ 

appropriately_5en^a<io«  nove  s.    The  vln  ZZ.  t^rmed-and  only  too 

obtain  the  assassination  of  an  uncle  and  om^«J,  -P  ^J''^\*°  ''^^^^  i'lto  effect  was  to 
inherit  a  large  estate  :  he  oS  lll^ooo  ^XmSd ^«  ^^^^hei^ 
the  plot,  an  investigation  was  made  and  wp«  pi^rderers.  The  police  heard  of 
placed  in  the  Royal  Edinbur4Asvlum  Tr  terminated  by  the  young  man  bein  J 
satisfied  the  uncfe,  who  had'^reaSbly  becomlTrr  °'  appears  to  h^f 

I  have  previously  mentioned  prooft  that  hi7  ^°<i  VoUee 

retentive ;  to  a  certain  extent  he  is  clevpr     w-  extremely  clear  and 

of  the  motives  which  influence  them  fJ  -"  J'^^gment  of  other  persons  S 

°;i-VS"T^^  and  remarkablVdefid  nt"  kTIoZT'^'  '''^  aKapld^n 
conceited,  absurd  or  a  fool,  but  does  not  sepm^nl  ^^^^tl^er  a  man  is 

fellow-patients  are  insane  he  does  not  I  recognise  the  fact  that  any  of  his 
importance  to  what  they  do,  but  sneaks  of  P^y^^^ological  or  pathological 

does  not  consider  himself  a  nation?  nwT?-^ /^^^^       "  vapid  asses,"     fools ''  TTp 

longtime  fMUl  ill'.;  mMMr7^,i,I  hu?  '""k' 

Si- ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

i^iWPli 

detectel  cheaU  and  «ee  St^^^^*      ^mting  to  his  partner, 

it  doesn't  do  "  !t"  "P^^^'^Jo  about  it,  he  says  "No  ft i  ""!  ^'^^  P^^^^^  5  ^hen 

than  a  quf^ille^^^rthf-  Y'^        boldnesfof  dldnl  rnv,h-^°°'^  P'"^-  ^ 
At  meals  he  doa^Z,!^-^^^  'i^^^  of  waltzing  never  seem,  1  '"^''^  complex 

he  has  had  enoueh  for'- 5  Possibilitf  of  oSerg  Hkii°  ZlZ  invagination, 
would  eat  them  fn  '  ?  ^'^^'ance,  if  there  were  aTwl/  ^^ii^^es  until 

as  thinja  e  d^ne  orJnf  f'T-^'^^^^S       happened  t^tem J  v"'"^'  *^hle  he 

tailed  on  others    Wh!  *      ^'"^       never  conSs  thp?.^       "PP^tito.    So  long 
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on  the  contrary,  tliose  simply  of  chagrin  on  being  found  out  and 
thwarted.  In  all  the  other  cases  we  perceive  there  is  a  certain  and 
variable'  amount  of  self-control,  ascending  from  the  very  small  amount 
of  it  displayed  by  M.  A—,  to  the  great  power  of  self-control  frequently 
displayed  by  C.  W — . 

These  observations  would  naturally  point  to  the  inferance  that  degrees 
of  responsibility  ought  to  be  legally  recognised  by  our  courts  of  law  : 
this  point  has  been  so  admirably  elucidated  by  Dr.  Bucknill,  in  his  ex- 
cellent essay  on  '  Unsoundness  of  Mind  in  relation  to  Criminal  Acts,' 
that  I  do  not  presume  to  enlarge  farther  upon  its  importance,  but 
content  myself  by  submitting  the  preceding  selection  of  cases  as  a 
contribution  to  our  Imowledge  of  this  difficult  subject  in  its  very 
important  medico-legal  relations. 
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